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How Billy Gard Ran Down Perpetra-
tors of a Plot to Loot the New
Beaufort Bank

1 T istonishing,” said Gard, the
heeper, “how few people
know  anything about their

wn business. Take bank ac-
ecounta  for instance. Many people
pave money in bank which lles there
inactive. There is not one man In

five having such an aceount who can
tell the wmount of it."

Thi« statement was launched during
the evening meal at Mrs. Hudson's
poarding house in the prosperous little
town of New Beaufort, which slum-
pera in one of the valleys of central
New York
1 must tnke Issue with you there,”

gentured the elderly rector of the
Fpiecopal  church  who, being a
widower, hoarded with Mra, Hudson,

*], for instance, have managed to save
a little money for old age and 1 can
tell the amount of it to a penny.”

“And T know just how much I have
on deposit,” Insisted Misa Dolan, the
acho! teacher,

“And I am quite sura of mine," as-
perted a widow who had collected life
fnsurance.

“As a teat of my contention.” sald
@Gard, "1 am willing to pledge a box of
candy tq each of the ladiea and clgars
to the gentlemen who will get down
the exact amount of his or her inac-
tiva account (n the First Natlonal
Bank and then prove the flgures cor-
rect by application to the cashier.”

This proposal appealed to those who
had been drawn into the controversy.
Next day they asked for the filgures,
and each had won his reward. Gard
peemed chagrined that his theory
phould have thus gone to the winds,
but he cheerfully stood treat.

IFor he had established a fact very
fmportant to him. The Inactiva ac-
counts of the First Natlonal Bank of
New Beaufort were intact,

This was one of the first steps in an
investigation of a financial institution
which, while seemingly In the beat of
condition, was suspected of raving
been looted of hundreds of thousands
of dollars, Specia! agents of the De-
partment of Justice at Washington
knew that an offcial of the bank had
been trading heavily in Wall Street
and that he had jost, Gard, a member
of the detective force of the Federal
Government, had been sent to Investl-
gate. Representing himself as a
bookkeeper he had mecured employ-
ment with the leading grocgr of the
town and had come to board with Mra.
Hudson.

He stayed three weeks. At the end
of that time he reported the shortage,
fixed the blame upon the man re-
gponsbia for it, showed the methods
used, cited the accounts from which
the money had been stolen. told what
aocounts were still intact. Yet he had
never been inside the bank, had seen
none of {ts books, had consulted with
nobody famillar with them, had re-
ceived no confessjons. The manner in
which he accomplished these enla il-
lustrates the methods used by this
new detective agency of the Govern-
ment.

It wns a strange conspiracy of clr-
cumstances that brought to New
Beaufort detectives from three dif-
ferent services on the night, two
months later, that Conrad Compton,
the enterprising ecitlzen and banker,
was giving his hig party.

There was McCord, a plaln clothes
man from New York. MeCord would
not have bLeen in New Beaufort but
for the ramifications of the New York
police department in keeping track of
the miklle class criminals who live
through the trade of burglary-—a call-
ing that s sometimes refilned into art,

And the poliee department would not
have come into possession of a certain
tip if Speck Thompson had not

served a term tn prison and returned
to his «Id haunts so broken that he
chose 1o become a stool pigeon because
he wus no longer up to second story
work
Speck had found that Duteh Shro-
der had arranged to crack a safe and

that the scene of the cracking was
New Beaufort. He had informed the

poilee, and hence MeCord's presence in
acommunity that was far from metro-
polltan e represented the first of
the deteetlve services,

The «onil service was represented

|
TURNING
IS Boarough of Richmond s
farming, 8o to speak, an enor-

mous flagon to hold its flll of
mountaln water in the vears to come,
The Eilver Lake reservolr will con-
#titute a year hence the terminal of
the great agueduct reaching south-
ward from the Catskills, and there-
After Islanderas will have no
Peascn 1o ocmplain either of the char-
acter or of the quantity of their
Water supply.

Staten

Bllver Lake of old nestled well nigh |

on
And the
oonelsted in (Jgging deeper the nat-
ural waterhed and smoothing out the

the

rocky crest of the borough,

ocntoure so that fully 435,000,000 gal-
lons of water could be stored there
when the regervolr 18 finished, Con-

#dering the present population of the
feland this supply looks ahead for
Gecades 1o come,

For the past elghteen months and
more the contractors have been busy
clearing and grubbing something like
twenty.flve acres, while they have re-
Boved us much as 88,000 cublc yards
of top s1l. Big steam shovels, puffing

mo''ves and trains of dump cars
Bave Leen actively engaged in this
Work «of transformation. It has not
nufMced nlone to dig and grub, for a
tonsiderible part of the task has been
that of soliditying the banks of the

lake 4: | gecuring them against the
oKy, tion of the surface waters
by coatnig them with a carefully lald
Hpra; heavy cobblestones.

At « time during the excavating
& big sioritum of pratlike earth was
Uncoverod and for a while it was
fearii 114t this material might rise
With 11 flanding of the reservoir and
Possli v end In clogging the mains,
Than i the cunning of the engi-
Beers charge it was found possible

}‘i‘-' me this potential menace,

an

thousands of cuble yards of
Thrm Lave been dug up and redls-

work of transformation has |

ment. His district was central New
| York. TFor three years he had been
taking an occaslonal look into the

| books of the various national banks
of his district, checking up assets and
Hallities, inquiring Into the value of
the paper held by the banks.

Two weeks before Conrnd Compton
| gave his party Newton had been in
New
oughly

into the affalrs of the hank.

E‘ltn books were models of efficlency

and there was no flaw to be found In
any of ita securities or loans, Newton
had given the Institution his O, K.
and had passed on to other towns,
But a feeling of unrest haunted the
young examiner. It seemed that his
! subconsclous mind was aware of an
[oversight that had been made by his
| working facultles, He was not able
‘to sleep well of nights and

in his’

| sleep the various accounts of the New !

{Rmurfnrt bank Inslated on visualizing
themselves,

Finally the recurring accounts elim-
| inated themselves with the exception
of one which persisted. The loans and
| discount® account kept thrusting it-
(melf into his consclousness,

“By Jove!" he exclaimed wuddenly
"to himeelf. “The entries {n that ac-
count, the amounts of money that have
been run through It, are out of all
proportion to the other business of the
institution.
loans and discounts.'

Bna Newton hurried back to New
Beaufort and was that night a guest
at the party glven by Conrad Compton,
with whom he had built up a friend-
ship through years of assoclation In
the line of his work. He was to take
a further look at the loans and dis-
counts on the morrow,

The Department of Justice {s the
prosecutor in casea of violations of the
national banking law. Its work s en-
tirely apart from that of the bank ex-
,aminers of the Treasury Department,
i The New York office of this service,

IHE SUN, SUNDAY, JULY

18, 191_6.

Once during the evening he had
drifted into the lbrary, which hap-
pened to be empty of guests, and had
foind the host peering out of a win-

dow that commands a view of the
town,
“l trust you wlll pardon my pre-

occupation,” eald the Banker, turning

by Ogram Newton, a bank examiner | again to his guests, “1 seem to have a
in the service of the Treasury Depart-

way of feeling lonesomest when 1 have
most company.”

MecCOord, the plain clothes man, had
vacillated between his hotel, the rail-
way statlon and those streets that
gave views of the alleys leading past
the back ends of establishmenta that

' might contaln safes worth rifling. Oc-

casfonally his eye fell upon the lights

(in the houee of the banker on the hill
Beaufort and had gona thor-:

and windered to the chief Ananclal es-
tabilshment of the town. Yet all was
&0 gerene in this eddy of the world
that the hour of solitude that followed
11 o'clock geemed such an age that It
drove him to bed,

Ar the tima drew on toward 12 there
wna no sign of life in the viliage. The
lights in the drug stores, the restau-
rants, hnd one by one winked them-
gelves ont. The owl car of the trolley
line that ran throngh the viilage had
deposited it last late revellers at 11:30.
The swinging arc lHghts at *he street
Intersections ocensionally sputtered fit-
fully and glared again. A dynamo
whirred distantly at the electric light
plant,

Gard, the specinl agent of the De-
partment of Justice, was one of the

i« few men In the town who were awake

Something 1s wrong with |

1

'as a matter of daily routine, received |

the information that David Lorance
assistant cashier of . the Firat Natlonal
Bank of New Beaufort, was regularly
placing heavy buying and selling or-
ders with a certain broker in Wa'l
Street,

For th!s reason Agent Gard got the
assignment to go to New Heaufort and
was thus the representative of

"third detective service, His windows
at the grocery store looked out upon
the mide door of the bank opposite
He was bland and inconspicuous, but
he was an expert accountant, had
taken a degree in the law and worked

e
three nights a week !n the gymnasium | *°°0

in New York when he was In town.

The Compton home stood em a hill
just back nf the town. It was known
as Stone Crest and waa the most am-
bitkous establishment thereabout, be-
ing always pointed out with pride to
visitore. The banker was a widower
but given to entertalnment and to
! charity,

The members of the Board of Alder-
men often met at Stone Crest to dis-
cuss matters that had to (o with the

well being of the town Teas were
given thers whenever its charitable
women were (nangurating some new

yvonture The party to-night was a
sem!-public affair, for it was in com-
memoration of a centennial anniver-
i gary of that oceaslon when the first
!t settlers hind fought off attacking In-
‘dians from their stockade through a
{ day and night

Conrad Compton was a tall, gracefu)
nervous man with a high forchead and
n mase of wavy hair Hiz features
|“'r‘!"~ of perfect regularity and the
| whole face wias g0 small a8 to give |t
| gomewhat the appearance of that of a
| woman, an impression that was height-
ened by its ahsolute pallor,

Ogram Ne2wton, the bank examiner,
watched his host narrowly as he re-
ceived his guests, gn he directed their
entertainment by a party of profes-
slonals who had heen brought up from

New York for the occaslon, as the
fces were served., He thought the

hanker was a bit paler than usual and
his natural nervousness geemed some-
what accentuated,

|

|

| and d'sappeared in the distance at an |

L

fn additton to those who had been
guests of the banker and who had
lingered to an hour which was almost
unprecedented in New Deaufort. They
wonuld have gone home at 11, but the
banker inslsted that they remain for
further entertalnment on the part of
his New York musiclans.

One song called forth another and
the quality of the muslc proved so
much more pleasing than that of thelr
customary local talent that they for-
got the passing of time. The special
agent gat on a hill near the Compton
home and smoked a pipe.

It wans 12 o'clock before the party
finally broke up. Those of the towns-
people who had come in thelr automo-
biles were being tucked into the ton-
neaus and those who had walked up
the gray macadam drive were just
gotting out on foot when the clatter as
of a bunch of giant firecrackers called
their attention to the village balow,
From the bank builling wWas seen sud-
deniy to burst a cloud of smoke, while
a moment later a skylight was broken
and a tongue of lame leaped forth.

“Pire'! Fire!” came the shout from

the A dozen volees

GGard had seen more than had the
guests of the banker. As he smoked
hig pipe and watched the village be-
Jow the lights in the windows of Stone
Crest and the silent ottage of Lor-
ance, the assistant cashier, he had
an automoblle, with no lamp
showling, creep throngh the quiet back
street, purr steaithily into the alley
hack of the bank and stop behind a
small building that shut off his view.

Half an hour passed and the darkened | a pretext to send to the hank for a Compton

machine reappeared from behind the
Intervening building, turned into the
thoroughfare leading to the southeast

ever increasing rate of speed.
When exph ding cartridgea
the caghier's drawer at the hank gave

the

the first warning of the fire the clamor |

£ the

persing

arm  followed Of the dia-
group on the hill every
ran for a nearer view of the fire. The
musicians, the servants, the master
of the house himse.f,

in |

one |

all hurried lato |

AN ADVENTURE OF UNCLE SAM'S °

out even examining them. Next he
began further exploration.

When he found the banker's bed-
room he seemed aatisfled. On the
back of a chalr was a coat, evidently
that which Compton had worn until
he dressed for the evening. Oard
thrust his hand into the inside pocket
of his coat and pulled out a batch of
letters, through which he ran rapidly.
Me selected two or three, thrust them
into his pocket, returned§ for the
ledgers, tucked these under his arm
and left the house.

On the way to his lodginga he filed
a telegram to the Department at
Washington which read as follows:

Compton, cashier In First Natlonal
Bank case, gulity. Lorance probably
not implicated. Bank burned to-night
by aocomplices of Compton. Came com-
plete. CHARD,

The manner in which these conclu-
sions were reached are typical of the
methods of the sleuths of the Depart-
ment of Justice,. Gard had come to
New Heaufort with a suspicion that
lorance, the assiatant cashier, was
playing the market with the funds of

the bank. l.orance was known to be
placing orders with a Wall Btreet
broker.

At the boarding house Gard learned
that Lorance lived modestly in a cot-
tage with his wife and bables, had not
been seen to make any display of
money, waa of sturdy farmer stock.
On the other hand the investigator
immediately picked up the facts that
the cashier, Compton, maintained an
expensive establishment, entertalned
lavishly, was often absent from town,
wns nervous, high strung, in bad
health,

All these facta led him to watch the
cashler rather than hia assistant, They
led him also to some experimental
testing of the condition of the bank's
Accninta.

He knew that a dlshonest employee
of a bank In appropriating money had
to charge it to some account to make
the books balance. The large, Inactive
accounts offer a tempting opportunity
of this sort; but these were found to
be intact by his ruse of inducing the
depositora to call for thelr balances.

It waa to get a better line on the
business of the commurnity and par-
ticularly upon the accounts of Comp-
ton that the special agent secured em-
rployment am bookkeeper in Jov's gro-
cery store. Here he found, In the first
place, that the buying for the Compton
home was wasteful. He found further
that the bills were always pald with-
out question and by check. Knowing
of an old trick that has brought many
& cashler to ruln, Gard rought a way
| to test these personal checks to de-
termine whether or not they actually
found their wayv to the personal ac-
count of the cashier

The cashier of a bank s usually the
individual who opens the mail and has
'an opportunity to cash personal checks
and destroy them when they come in
| for collection, charging the amount to
| Bome account where it might tempo-
rarily be hidden, To determine
whether or not these personal checks
were being juggled by the cashier
Gard, as the grocer's bookkeeper, found

| record of some personal checks of
| Compton's which he had handled a
| few daym earlier.

The call was made while Compton
| was out at lunch and the checks could
rot be found., Through another denler
! Gard succeeded in getting » second
similar request, made with the same
result, He conoluded that Compton
wne at least juggling his persoral nc-
| count and charging the amount of his
pergonal checks to some other aceount,
probably loans and discounts,

the village to make part of the ex- In various ways the sp~cial agent
cltement thut prevalled. Stone Crest, | found opportunities, without seeing
the llghts of its entertalnment =till | the books of the bank, «f demonstrat-
ghowing, wias left deserted ing to his satlsfaction that the ac-
Gard, the special agent, again acted | counts were being juggled. This was
Ufferentiy from his fellowa by failing part cularly true of new deposits
to do the thing which others did. He When a cashier l= particulariy hard
crogsed over from the hill on which | pressed he may resort to a manipula-

he hod smoked and hastily entered the
banker's house,

Arriving he seemed to know exactiy
what he wanted. He hurrled through
the rooms of the house, snapping on
still more lights until he found that
apartment which seemed to be the
personal retreat of the owner. IHere
he evidently had business,

Standing In the middle of the floor
he looked about. Thrown carelessly

| into a window seat he saw two heavy
|lu...ku of the appearance of ledgers

These he gecured and placed on a

tion of the accounts of current de-
positors.  The system (8 the simplest
in the world, When a deposltor hands
in his money the cashier enters the
lamount in the passbook of that indl-
| vidual a8 a receipt. Then

Thua there !s nothing to show for
the transaction bhut the entry
lpnulmnk. and that may not be pre-
l.wmr-d for a long time.

{ The cashier chooses for spolintion

| the accounts that it s least likely
table In the middle of the room w.‘th-xuhmn which inquiries will be made i1..m to study the condition o

SILVER LAKE

instead of |
|entering the money to the depositor's '
credit the cashier puts it in his pocket. |

in the |

concerned they are as though the
deposit had never been made, and the
bank examiner, therefore, has mo way
of discovering the shortage.

Gard, through the store for which
he worked, made several deposits, and
upon one pretext and another sent to
the assistant cashler of the bank for
the record of them in the absence of
Compton, They did not ahow on the
account of the grocery store and the
matter was pas=ed over as a misunder-
manding. But so was o second avenue
of misappropriation disoovered,

Thus waa the apecial agent abhle
from the outside to get very good
leads into the condition of the bank
and to determine the manner of its
looting when the facts might not have
been obtainable by an expert working
from the inside.

Gard's case was about completed
and the Department was ready to act

Arson, sulcide and flight are the three
eventa most to be expected when the
funds of A bank have been misappro-
priated. The young speclal agent was
watching for any of these at the time
of the anniversary party glven by the
banker. It waa In preparation for
either that he watched so late on that
occasion,

On the afternoon which preceded
the entertalnment Gard was working
over his books at the store and at thr
game time Kkeeping an eye the
bank. An hour after closing time at
the bank he saw Compton come ont
of the side door with two hooks of the
institution under his arm.  He conld
make out that one was | ans and dis
counts., He surmised that they might
be records that were to be destroyed
probably the books that showed his
gullt,

When from the hlilside Gard that
night saw the ellent car stop back of

break out,” he knew what had hap-
pened
cashier who had probably looted the
bank of any remaining funds and. ac-
cording to agreement, had set
fire that the Incriminating records of
i:ho cashier might be destroved

| The wily cashler, however, had made

sure that the books that showed his
guilt would not be found case the
{plan was not an entire success,  He

| had removed them himself, but had
not as yet destroved them, for he saw
no probability of coming unde: me-
| mediate suspicion Likewlse he had
neglected to degtroy certain corre-
spondence that later connected him
with the men found to have committed
the arson
The hooks taken from the bani

er's house were found to he the per
sonal ledger, wherein should have

been entered deposits, and the

and discounts ledgers, in which ae

| had entered the amounts
| representing all his personal checks
‘ThLﬂ latter was the aceount that had

dwelt in the
bank examiner.
The letters that Gard had found in

mind of Newton, the

when the dramatic denouement came.

|
the bank and the flames subs quently I

These were accomplices of the |

it on |

DETECTIVES

A True Story of the Greatest Federa |
Detective Agency, the Depart-
ment of Justice

As far as the books of the bank are | health and medicine in that country.

All these native women doctors, ac-

cording to the commission, are doing

| useful work, while two or three of
them are unusually efMcient and
demonstrate a high degree of pro-
| feasional skfll and executive ability.
| There are at present in China three
| medical institutions open to women
| students, the Hackett Medleal College
| for Women, which has been In exist-
"nnvu fourteen years and has graduated
about eixty-eight women physicians;
the North China Union Medica)l Col-
lege for Women, which wns estab-
I'shed in 1908 and where the faculty
conslsta of five men and five women,

rand the Woman's Medical College of |

| Soochow, whicih was opened in 1881,
According to the commission of the
| Rockefeller Foundation the graduates

of all these colleges are dolng efMcient | |

'work In their chosen profession.
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NEW ENGLAND.

Is the Ideal Way to
the Most Famous

Resortsof America

A THOUSAND MILES THROUGH
NEW ENGLAND'S SCENIC
WONDERILAND

A FIRST CLASS HOTEL AT THE
END OF FACH DAY'S RUN
Il CF large map in
colors free at 1180 Broadway,

or by mal from

trafed route ook

the banker's pockets thougn
gigned and mys onsly phrased, were
later traced to the “"Duteh’™ Schroder
gang. They proved a great a o M
Cord, the plain cl s man, whao had
glept peacefuily 1} h 1l the
clamor incident to the burning of the
bank, but who through them w
iable to trace the burglars
Compton went to pleces when eor

| fronted wth the proof that w dore
| Hetionsg had Iw imd out I ‘
peration he co | s Orimes ar
exonerated Larunee thie i==itant
cashler, who in plaving the morke
had only executed the orders of his
| superior. Compton Hwved hagt <ixX
| months after his eonvietion and sen
Itence to ten vears in the peniten
tiary at Atlanta.

WOMEN DOCTORS OF CHINA.

HAT the native women Plogel-

T clans have plaved an imp rtant
part In the development of
Western medicine in China s
lof the findines of the commies an sent

to China by the Rock ler Founda-
f pub

nne

INTO A GIANT RESERVOIR

menstons of this irregular ellipse are
2,400 feet long by 1,200 feet wide; and
this basin will eventually be cut in

Working on the Silver Lake reservoir on Staten Island.

the stony backbone of

tributed, so that to-day the prime dl- |a great concrete dlke or dam, which | dividing wall or dik~ has its base i more than $821,000 and up to the
will make it possible to drain these | firmly secured in the underiyving rock ' first
divisions separately for the purpose | that forms

of the present
| bursements had

month
totalled

the dis-
$440,000,

of cleaning them or making repairs | Btaten Island. The tota! cost of this Therefore, the undertaking may prop-

two asections laterslly by means of |as occasion may sequire. Thls big |contract wil be & matter of a little | erly be deacribed as half completed.
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Waterbury, Conn.

Tour

New England

VIEW  IHE SCENERY OF 1N
MOUNTAINS, FOLLOW THE HOOCK-
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conm
fHustrated  road map In
colors, “NEW ENGLAND TOUKRS, " pub-
lished by the MNEW EMNGLAND HOTEL
ASSOCIATION, eomprising over two hun-
dred of the best hotels and resorts
WM. M KIMBALL, Secretary,
Draper Hotel, Northampton, Mass
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BrettonWoods

WHITE MOUNTAINS, N. H.

Golf in the very shadow of Mt Washington.
10,000 acres with every sport and pastime at its best,
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Closes Oct. 1at
RALFPH ), HERKIMER, Manager
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Closes Oct. 15th |
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s — A - - - Cape May, N, .1,
= General Eastern JAMES KL GALBREY, Managsr
= Pasernger Agent
S RUTLANDR.R
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Virginia  Ave, ' ™ ! I | 39 \ Hore!
Capacity 340 . M
in rooms, ecie i

SHERMAN 0 DESNIS, Manager
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